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natives but from rival French traders. The English factories
were soon opposed by French : on the west was Tellicherry and
Mahe and on the east Pondicherry and Fort St. David, while the
Portuguese were firmly settled in Goa. The opposition of the
French was overcome after the Seven Years' War, and under the
guidance of pioneers such as Clive and Warren Hastings per-
manent trading relations were established. The story of the
British in India is one of slow but steady expansion.
Among the other important European nations, who simul-
taneously with England were bringing Eastern lands into closer
touch with the West, the Portuguese were the real pioneers.
They were primarily responsible for the opening of the sea route
between East and West. Under the influence of Henry the
Navigator they began to develop into a seafaring people. During
the fifteenth century they ventured south down the West African
coast. Gradually they got farther until Vasco da Gama with
four vessels rounded the southernmost point of the African
Continent. Da Gama was closely followed by Francisco de
Almeida, who crushed the Moslem sea power and obtained con-
trol of the Indian coast from Diu to Cochin.
Alfonso de Albuquerque superseded de Almeida in 1509 and
seized Ormuz, Goa and Malacca. The Portuguese were then
masters of the East. A Portuguese, Alvarez, was the first
European to reach China by sea. He got as far as an island
south of Canton in 1514. Shortly after this, Portuguese ships
succeeded in carrying cargoes of pepper to China, but the success
was only a temporary one. Buccaneering methods roused dis-
ike on the part of the Chinese, so that Portuguese progress was
lifficult. About the year 1550, however, a footing was obtained
it Macao, but Portugal's Eastern dominance was fated not to
>ndure.
The Spaniards, too, achieved early successes in the field of
geographical exploration. Columbus himself undertook his
/oyages on behalf of Spain, though a native of Genoa. Magellan
pointed the way westward to China via Cape Horn in 1520. In
1564 Miguel Lopez de Legazpi set out on a voyage of discovery,
;ecured the Luzon Islands, which he renamed the Philippines
liter his sovereign and founded Manila. The Spaniards held
his strong position until 1898, when the islands were lost to the
Jnited States. In the early seventeenth century Spain, having
>een admitted to Formosa, began to trade with Japan, until the
>pposition of Holland proved too strong. Nevertheless, success-
ul trade was maintained along the coast of China.
The rise of the Dutch as a maritime people came with the
eligious wars and persecutions of the Protestants at the hands